——_—_ 


—. 


THE 


Wicked Petition, l 
[{raels Ginfalock 
Asking a KING, | 


Explain'd in A | 


SERMON 


At the ASSIZES held at Northampton. 
March -the 1* 1 6 82. 
By Fr. Giffard, M. A. 


LONDON, 


Printed for Tho. Dring , at the Harrow in Fleet- 
Street, near Chancery-Lane-End, 168 1. 


A E—_—. 


A—— 


Thomas Ward El, q; 


High Sheriff of the. County of 
NORTHAMPTON, 


SIR, 


\ Rawn en, If your C agus Gln poor but quect ſhade ime the 
| affravd.it mould be +. too) bright and. the 
z uw fs 1 _ kama of 4be. abtatnage of 4 ſhade 
7 from your 5. Ky with: the -R _—_ 4 generone. integrity 
4 —_—_ —_— t printcy purodeny that 
Pablick, Office . which £25 have manage _—_ Noble 
= ad Powerful 4 tight Lady gow ge great Maſter, of Equity, 
: Donn, LT eres A > that the evil eyes UrEh 
7 fone diſaffefked to Hiv s Government bave. caſt upon you, 
| bave thereby been dazzled, and bad their beans, pete 
| ale meet with: ryan. Fry rom lng upon, with no link 
7 wxation. ve efnd upay. thernſolues y in ahiſroon unpertbineſs avid 
2 mowardne(s OThe only only Cloud by whic you could be thought to. ſuffer 
2 Pas made for an hour bs my Blacks in & Pulpit. And 1 achnowledze 
T that your Gleries when looks upon through me, muſt have a faint aſ- 
I pet, You might have bad enow who w ave ſerv d you in my place with. . 
J better aud more apreeable Skill, none with honeſter Def, gn. My De- 
, fey Was to I tread _ fear of God which lies in the fearing and 
_ which 1 knew would be Satisfattory to you 
J od toa xa pa", Fa To which purpoſe I undertook, for my Sub- 
Wa Tat of: Seghure which the Unlearned have wreſted to a far diffe- 
rent Senſe, .and_ 1. _— may fo repent, that they may not do it alſo ' 
rt 0W'n -Beſt uityo rt. WBther1 left (4s I bave been accuſed) ei- 


my Text, or+ [ Fo alerts the juntture of Affairs) my Auditory, F 
ag the guprejudiced to jade. Indeed as the Iſraelites were wicked 
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-- - inthe: manner of aching a King, not inthe matter that they akt, I mi 
alſo be faulty in my manner of handlins their wichedneſs ; but I dare 
affirm 1 was not 12 the matter which 1 thereupon 2ſſerted. Not Art, 
but Truth was my Buſine[s. Aid what if ſome were ſtung, ſwelPd and | 
epcred their Mouths ? It was becauſe Truth met cloſely with very much 
vitiated intelligence ahd humpur, Thet this may apperr, what Preach't 
I hawe Printed, pitbug either Subſky attion og Additions withaur Sub- 
ftrattioz:, berauſe what I ſaid I am ready to defend ;, without Addition, 
becauſe 1 woyld have ſome Keſervcs for Baefencet® caſe rf pfeute But 
1p for the' King, 


| ' : 
here grve me leave.to that Praye then forget in 


windeng up ary 1Ds ems hich Tertullian oo The Primigsvg. Chri- 
ſtiangfalways ne or the Bro, and in which J aſſure my;ſef you 
and ail other his truly Chriſtian Subjeits will joya, that be fay haze 
Vitam prolixam , 1mperium ſecurum , domum tutam, , exexcitus 
forts, Senatum fidelem, popultim probum, orbem quietum), quz- 
curry; hamitis & Cwſarisyoradant tories. 72 /o.much fartheg); Tiiir 3 
'vf be ſhore wel lane "$driaomme fiddetein. "hy wum probunt, yer*be Þ 
ay riot ri fs "of Was \exerditns fortes;" that \/o vo diſloyalty ,” na ma- * 
lice; 16: [editions or vehollNenfprattifings may be able to binder him from © 
having” Viram prolixams)4mperium( ſecurun, :domum: tutam, &c, 3 
And this alſo,that whereas Sp; Auguſtme ſays Regum eſt, non efle ſine 
comiturroblequio, he may havenenhber tem wot Vice-Comitem 
or Comitatum,' which: does 10t eft een this obſequionſneſe: to him thiir 
Duty, and ftudy to perform it. As for your ſelf, who will never. fail of 
doing ſo , my Prayer us that you may-live tong to be, as you are,” a very 
excellent and influential Exemplar of - Alles1ance ts your Prince, and of ſal 
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3 Satnuel x2: 17. part of the Verſe. : - | 
\ *o== That you may perceive and ſer, that your wicked: 


Y neſs is. great which: you have done in the / fight of. the 
| Lord in Sas. you! 4 King: 


As Hike fri jenlty tio: fach thing as right'or whonk; 
but they were meerly the Comments of Politictk, 
| Romantick, ſufpitivtis or feveriſh heads (of which 
nerhe Irqagination is abominableto'a Sober Mind) Goverre 
© ment” would be moft acceptable to Mankind itt Tegard 
: of that calm, eaſie, beanteous, pleaſant, fafe, harmomous, 
= uſful flate'of things, which tt isits Nature to begetr, notriff 
2 md majnrain; and becauſe Anarch y would haftily'tarn alf 
» ths habitable Parts of the Earth into moſt inhoſpitable 
2 Kenes of confufionh, horrour, miſery : "So thar themore # 
, man ſhould have of Senſe and Reafon; that is, the more ke 
| ſhould be a man, the more obnoxious would he be to the 
* kelin of what's moſt grievous. © | 
Bur 'they who without having their Spitits pre- pro-engaged 
i Principhes of Licentiouſheſs , will make a'catcful ſearch, 
| viltquickly' find that” there is Equity why there ſhould be 
1 ruleamong” Men, 'itrregard both of Min/#nd'God.” 
Its altogether contrary to Efſence, eſpecially if infellt=' 
pent and free, to = of fiffer arty deficiency from it' fel,” 
7 ind the g] lories of Hymatie flence demand it; as — 
al ven to theit Merit to beheld: jon as they ate fair, * 
and to be: made as much of as they'art'great. Wherenpon it” 
is manifeſt that every matt Ae fc a ripht and att obli- 
gation to fiveaccording'to i (th which 744 theres 
k Ore 
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fore with great reaſon placesthe happineſs of Man) and this 
in a way ot amicable and beneficial Society : eſpecially con- 
ſidering that man is variouſly enricht with Powers and Dif- 
poſitionsof delightful; profitable, kind, truitful, juft, gene- 
rous, holy, Converſes; of which it cannot eaſily be ima- 
coined that they ſhould be apart of his Nature, and the uſe 
of them not be natural, that he thould.have them tons 
other purpoſe than that they might be deteated,! and 1o on+ 
ly fit him tor diffatisfaCtion and' calamity. * The Capacities 
indeed and Neceſſities which Man hath of leading a Politi- 
cal life are fo many, great, important, evident, [that hew} 
hath common Intelligence and diſowns them,deſerves tpr tis 
Puniſhment to loſe all. the advantageous. uſes, of the one, 
and feel all the funeſt conſequences.ot the other. And there, 
nceds.no,other proof,that man is (what all ſober-Philoſophy 
has named. him) a creature of Society, but thoſe his man:= 
{old Imbecillitics,. which according to. the ordinary method, 
ef the World,, inevitably betray hum,. when deſolate of Hu« 
mane aſſiſtance, to the invaſion of innumerable and-inſup-. 

rtable- Evils. But now though the particular. rights of 

ature, by which Society is to be mode['d,. ſoas to beren; 
dred ſerviccable to Man's telicity,. are fundamentally pre- 
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{crib'd to men in the complexion.of their,own Eſſence, and, * 


ehough they are not altogether either unlegible or unprafti- 
able, yet, withal they are not to be underitood. without: 
fir more; ſtudy than-the moſt of People are either able or 
willing to beſtow upon them,. nor to be obſery 'd,without a. 
much greater ſubjection of Aﬀection, Humour and. Fancy to 


true Reaſon and.Equity than is generally in Vogue through. 


the World. If therefore it be of Humane concern, that thoſe. * 


rights ſhould be followed;, and that Ignorance, Violence 


and. Wickedneſs ſhould not prevail againſt them, .it is 'of | 


the fie concern that the generality of people , ſhould not 
be !c/t,to their 0Wn guidance, but be under Diſcipline for 
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Iſrael's Sinfulneſs, &c. 


the regulation of their Minds and manners in the proſecu- 
tion ot them. More yet than fa, the rights of Humane Na- 
ture have by their/proper worth andexcellency, a very fair 
and well aſſured Tule to be publickly declared, injoyned, 
maintained and vindicated. I fay vindicated, and | mean 
among other things by chaſtifing ofOfenders againſt tl:219, 
and that not only for prevention- of what may follow, 
Z butalloin recompence ot what is paſt ; becauſe, if the Faylt 
= which may be committed, calls for Puniſhment, much more 
does that which hath been, and becauſe it is indeed equita- 
bly; due to thoſe. amiable rights, that ſo far as any 
Man as contrary to them ſo. far he ſhould have 
no benefit by them, but be treated as one who hath catt 
them off, that he who has-endeavour'd to make them void 
to others, ſhould have them made ſoby others tohim ; but 
tais by a Political procedure, in regard it is a Political ot- 
knce. To this purpoſe, as cvery man hath rights, and 
much more Societies of Men, which have a good claim to 
be adjuſted, preſcrv'd and reveng'd ; ſo ſome men have a 
- peculiar right, which requires that they ſhould be obey'd 
= madjuſting, preſerving, and revenging of them. Such are 
all they who have a right of Soveraign Authority, and ſuch 
aright Men may have by Nature,by Purchaſe,by Conqueſt, 
by Donation, by Lot, by Divine Appointment, and it may 
be,by Eleftion, Obligation, Merit, and other ways.; and that 
there ſhould be ſome who have ſuch a right, God has been 
engaged to provide by the perfe&t reaſonableneſs of the 
thing, by his goodneſs to Man, and by his juſtice to himſelt. 

It was God who framed Man in ſuch a Conſtitution, 
| that he was nobly and beautifully qualified for Socicty, 

was by a powerful inclination carried to it, had a plentitul 
harveſt of Emoluments offcr'd him by it, and could not well 
be without it ; ſo' that in his Integrity, in Paradice, in 


© tis Lordſhip over all the Creatures -of Earth, Air, and 


Þ 2 Sea, 
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Sea, ' there was wanting a meet-help to him: and it was 
God who therefore alſo built Woman to keep Man Compa- 
ny cher ſelf, and to be alſo a means together with him to 
encreaſe and propagate Humane Society. But Socicty can- 
not ſtand in any tolerable faſhion without Government, 
and to oblige a Manto the one without the other, isno 
better than to Condemn him to the Company ot Wolyes, 
Bears, Lions, of incurable diſorder and miſchict.. It was. 
God therefore farther (God who- is Love and Wiſdom it 
{clt) who by the ſame primeve Method that he took order 
tor Society among Men', did likewiſe for Governments 
among them, creating only-one Man, and-appointing all 
Mankind to come out of him. Government then of Man 
over Man, appears tobe an Ordinance of God; as being in- 
volv'd in that meaſure of Humane Eſfence which he firit ſet 
on toot by Creation, and ſet up again by Redemption,. as a 
principal part ofit, and as being morally and rationally ne- 
ceſlary for the carrying on of the whole: bat this as with 
great reſpe&t to Humane Intereſts, 1o with unſpcakably 
greater to the Divine; for all that Men have of good, -or 
worthy in their bemg more'God's than their own, becauſe 
they themſelves are fo, and being both theProdutt and de- 
light -of his GoodneFand Wiſdom, and all their rights be- 
ing Derivatives and Inſtitutions of that Eternal reaſon and 
equity which lives in his Eſſence, they ought as ſuch to be 
molt diligently cherifh't and aſſerted ; which,it is apparent 
cannot be done without Government. Farther , Man is 
bound to God in incomputable and uneſtimable ſcores : but 
rarely would, or indeed could one farthing thereof be ac- 
knowledged, much leſs paid, except there were ſome whole 
buſineſs it is to condu@ the Aﬀair. Now the rights and inte- 
reſts of God are of inimaginably more value than the Liber- 
tics, Eſtates and -Lifes of-Men,than allthe Univerſe beſides, 
and all others are to'them-nomore than the duſt of rhe bal 


ance to unexaminable weight. © Upon: 3 * 
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! porrotam.aptumeſt-ad jus conditionemgz;naturz (quodcum 
| deolegem a me dici,nihil aliud intelligivolo) quam imperi- 
7 un), fine quo nec domus ulla, nec civitas nec gens, nec ho- 
! ninum unuverſum genus ſtare, necrerum Natura omnis nec 
| jp nundus poteſt. 
|. Withtheſe three fam'd Secretaries of Humane Wiſdom, 
tave a, thovgh of very. common obſervation, found reaſon 
2] toagree. » The Queſtion is not whether there ſhould be any 
| Government but what Government there ſhonld be; a Que- 
| fion which hath been moſt fiercely debatcd with Tongue, 
| Pen and. Sword. . To come to our Text; the People of ſrae/ © - &# 
1 and all their Elders were for Monarchy, They askt a King. 
| Samuel on the other fide at leaſt ſeems to have been againit 
| it, Now therefore, ſays.he, fandand feethis great thing which 
«| the Lord will (to before your eyes.: Is it not wheat-harveſt to 
1 dy? 1will call apon the Lord, and he ſhall ſeud thunder and 
1 rain, that you may percerve and. ſee that your wickedneſs is 
1 peat, which you have done in the fight of the Lordin azking you 
1 « ing. _ And he made good his word, as we find in the Se- 
1 qel of the Chapter. FI 
a That we now may:perceive arid. fee wherein - this great : 
mckedneſs lay-of which Samuelarraigned themuin our Text, 
nd they conteſt themfelyes' guilty -in- the x9 wp. of-the- 
” Uuptcn | Let ; 
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Let us take a view firſt of the Circumſtances which their * 
P<tition (if Imay call it ſo) had retaining to it. Secondly, 
of the thing it ſelf, -which they Petition tor. >;|l 
r.. Firſt of the Circumſtances for Petitions, though for A * 
things in their own Nature good, may be ſo circumſtantiated © 
as highly to deſerve abhorrence.: And, it1 miſtake not, there 
were ſeyeral things which conſpired to-render this ſo;: Fe 
I. Firſt, They hereby arrogated to themſelves a higher * 
Condudt of the Publick than belonged to them. Jr is true 
they were the Elders of 7/rae/ that preſented it, and fo they © 
were Stars of a more than ordinary: Magnitude, elevatigy ? ' 
.and influence in the State ; but to rule the day of: Govern- © 
ment was no part of their Commiſſior. Notwithſtandingthe 7 
Authority of all the Elders of Zrae/,and particutarly ot that © 
chict Council or Senate of them, which we call the Sanbe- © 
rim, inſtituted by Godat the requeſt of  Mojes tor his afli- 
ſtance, when that celebrated Lawgiver was to lay down the © 
chief management of the Publick:not but at his All-powerfal ? 
Maitcr's command, and together with his lite, he was ſo far 2 
from caving it to them as their right, or as proper'to them, * 
tiat he addreſt himſelf -to God with this Prayer , L2t che 
Lord the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh ſet a man over the Con- 
grezation, which may go out before them, and which may go in | 
before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring 
them in, that the Congregation of the Lord be not as ſheep, thit 
have no Shepheard, Which certainly would have been very © 
,mjuriouſly ſaid, had » apyermripuren. the chief guidance of the * 
flock lain either in the whole flock themſelves, ' or in the 2 
Elders thereof, had he not believed that they would have 2 * 
been as Sheep that had no Shepheard, unleſs beſide the com- } ” 
mon Shepheards of the Congregation, . there was one who 
-was Maſter ofthenvall. kn relation-to the King of our Text, 7 
I reckonit chiefly ,ifnot only;'-was that'God ſaid to the Pro- 
Wol. 8. 4 .phet ZZoſeay concerning the People of [7ae!, They have ſetap 
: | C Ing, 
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fings, but not ty me. The Arabick Verſion of which 1s to 
ths lence, They have reigned from themſelves, not from me. 
J God's meaning here ſeems:to be,They have aflumed and cx- 
) eciſed ſoveraign Empireas of right pertaining to them,and 
© have ſet up Regal Government, and given Inveſtiture of it 
& upon pretenſions of an Authority founded in tacmlelves ot 
® chooſing, what-Government and Governours they have a 
” mind to;without having any reſpect to my appointment of 
= Monarchy, or to-my.r:glt of inargurating into it whom [ 
2 thought fit, But 1 kgow not how Gud-could have ſpoken this 
7 by way of Accuſation.as he does, 1t there had been lodged 
| inthem a rigat of the Supreme management of the Nation. 
27 2, But Secondly, in thoſe words ot Zzoſea there.is ſfome- 
, what more implicd-of | Fault- in: #he Petition of our Text, 


* namely, that they askt a King without:asking; God's advice, 


4 The Zargum of Fonathan Ren Vziel upon Deut. 17.15. 15 to 
2 this M&, Te ſhall ſeek inſtruition of the Lord, and after that 
* hal ſet a King over you. The Supreme Arbitrement of all 
Affairs is ſo illuſtriouſly God's Prerogative, that he who dc- 
) nies it, muſt neceſlarily ke concluded to-have either a head 
of monſtrous. default, or a heart moſtmalgnantly affected. 
2 Conſidering, which,and that there can nothing occur, cſpe- 
| cally in the buſineſs. of Government, which is both the Or- 
7 dinance and: Miniſtry of God , they. ſhould in this matter 
chiefly have bcen of the Heathen's Mind, though --not'as a 


4 des,Prophets,and Prieſts to inform them. But-did they-not 


2 ſan with themſelves, or proper to be conſulted only-in ſuch 
| concerns, as Sax/ came to Same! about when that of the 


Text was on foot, loſt Aſſes? The Prieſts to have their hearts 


I and... 


\ whether or no it. was-agrecablexo his Will, Whereforc allo - 
God adds there, they hgve made: Princes, Eut I knew it not. Hol. 8. 4. 


Heathen, C aput elſe mntexpretari que deorum immortalium V0- Cicero ins + 

1 \untaseffe videatur, Nor had he left them without his- Ora- _ po 
No juZz 
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and heads wn much heated with the fires of the: Altar 'at 
which they ſerv'd to be of their Counſel, firon}y £& receive © 


rules {rom them , not give to them 2 -did [they nor rake 


mcalurcs trom ſome of thoſe Idols, which had been former. © 


ly worſhip'd among them: from Berth, the;Leaguing and 
Covenanting Deity, as the word: ſignifies ?*from Baa/, un- 
der which name Nzmrod was worſhip d;that*is the Rebel as 
his name denotes 2 from A4/taroth the Moon; that Queenof 
Changes both in her own'and other Bodies ? ' bets 
3-: It is certain/Thirdly, That they hereby negotiated 4 
great change in the Government ; 'Which, like the remg. 
ving of a Noble Struttureitrom one foundation to another, 
or rather ikethe altering-ot its whole frame and conveigh- 
ance; nob only. ereates abandance of trouble and" diforder, 
but alſo commonly draws aſter it conſequences fat more to 
be abborred'than.defired, and 'whichrhercfore has no paſſa- 
ble: excuſe, but plain and abfotute'Nectfſity. 'Befides they 
hereby teſtified theraſelvesdiſcontert- With their preſent con: 
ditton, though very fſatisfa&tory, mdaHo of a hght and'un: 
conſtant. humour whereas to be prven'to'change, efpecially 
4n the affairs of Religion and Pohtypeiks both a weaknels 
in their-minds who: are ſs, anda difagreeablenels to God's, 
with whom is.ng vamableneſs nor hadow of turningand not 
only, keeps; thenx Ike the rowlitng Srone nakee'of all the 
mole of good -acquiſts, but alfo expoſes theri at the beſt to 
be-by-degrees worneaway,ohentimes to be ſudgenly broken 
H1,PICCES. 10 @ PING M7 1 T2208 av oy 
- They were herein moſt unthankfully; contumelioufly 
and rebellioufly rraiterous both-unto their chief Magiſtrate, 
and ty Gvd whoſe Minifter he was. - 'Samze? had 'recdverd 
_ aut, of: the hands of: rhe Phitiſtias] not ©Hly all the'Citis 
and Coaſts of /raetrwhich they had taken;but alfo the on 
of 1ſracl, the Ark-of God; he had relieved them fromtho 
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their grievous Oppreſfors, 1o that' they” were kept under | 
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hatches all his days; he had brought to a Peace withthem 
their powerful Enemies the Amorites; he had re eſtabliſh 
the true Worſhip of God, and.had reclaim'd the-People.from 
theirabominable Errours to.a fair uniformity therein ;, he 
| hadevery year ridden in Circuit among them to do. them 
* juſtice; infum,: having now fat' at the, Helm} as, I: reckon, 
” ſomewhat above Twenty years, he had all the while ſteer'd 
the Nation with moſt induſtrious, laborzous, equitable and 
jousendeayours for their happineſs, and thoſe ſucceſsful al- 
3 though when he took the Ryddersy, the Ship was in-yery 
' «t;condition. ;1Havingnow by taking;pains tor their wel- 
tire and -God'shoftour exhauſted and-worn aut himſelf, fo 
thathe-was grow nold before length of days bad-made him ſo 
! (for, if I miſtake notyhe-was not yet-Threeſcore years ot age) 
ſo that his Silver hairs werethe Enſigns of rich and glorious 
toils, and, his wrinkles the Skars of honourable fatigues,the 
| thanksand recompenee they gave him was to. thruſt him qur 
ofthe Seat of Judicatureas one of no yalug,and-uafit to hold 
* 1; and'this, thoygh.they coujd not uponJiis challenge but 
' clarhim from gvery thing.of Injuſtice and; Arbitzary,aQting, 
 andallo very well knew thatGod had placed. him there. Bur 
| they who caſt off thoſe whom God hath appointed to Rule 


| over ther, do in the ſame act \caſt off God himſelf. Corah num. 16, 


| and\ lus Company-that r ole.up aint Moſes and Aaron,are 11 
| therefore faid-#0 have pr hh ſtr; Num. 


- 
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x Sam. 8 7. They have not rejetted thee, but they haverrejetted me, that I 


* 
ee 


contained in tlioſe words;'namely;that they:reprobated God 
in regard of his oWn Goverament over them as well as of 
Sammel's; and dealt:no better with him than with his Lord 
Lieutetrant:.- God had moſt benignly undertaken to be their 
Kirrgih'a mere than eoramon way,ind more particular man- 
ner than he was of all the world beſides, ' andit could-not be 
thought that he had no other right of being ſo, but what 
was derived from the People, or was-capable of lofiog'it; be 
cauſe he had entred.uito:Covenant with them 4: at 
exerciſe of this his Kingſhip-he had donethem fo many and 
great adts of Grace, as 4t is npoſible to begin an eſtimation 
of; and/yet by this Peritior they:not'only molt impiouſly; 
derogated from [tis Goodneſs; Care, Juſtice, and Wiſdom in 
his cconomy of them, as.if he was unmindful and nepligent 
of the Publick weal, and-underſtood not how'to manage it 


rentton'd place, r Sam;8.7';. but moreiby: what is aid 1 Sam. 


ouſneſſes and benefits which God. had'performed to them, 
- adjoyns Verſe the 12:. And when he Jaw that Nahaſh- the 


your Gol-was your King. > 3 402 13 I018 
5: Theſe Words" offer - to'us' a fiftlyParticular' of their 
wiehedneſs; vit' That notwithſtanding the: mary Delive- 
rancts: which they had received from-God, and ſeveral of 
chem by-the hand of Sumnel, out of fears-of a Neighbour 


 . nuto me; Nay, biit a, ing Jhall reign aver us, when the Lord 


both,' for another refuge. | be. Ce) gf rp 
- -6:." They herein went uponthe track of their -former Re- 
bellious DefeCtions, Praiſes of Rebellioh, as ſoon ry 
= other 


—— 


ſhould mot» reizn over them: But yet there is more than that! 


10 the'® 


without their advice, burwent about:moſt'execrably roput 
him. out-of his Throne. -S0 we may 'partlyſee by the fore-. 
it: where Some! having rexſohed rothem of the: Righte-. 


_ .... Hing 'of the 'Children of | Aunton came' agajuſti.you y yt ſaid- 


Princc;they moſt vilifyingly diſcarded the Condudt of thetn 


( 


—_ —_—_—_— J"_ w_ ot 


A _ AMS. au am Xa ao oc P_—— 


” oo aw @@. co Divi60 <© i 2 _Yw-- ado ou X- 


-. 


Iſracl's Sinfiureſs, &t. 


other Sin, nurſe themſelves ito difpoſirions,. diſpoſitions irito. habirs, 
and the tie of thefe;thong vir ouglit to be-wirh atl poſſible care extin- 
guiſht, {ddom whotty:is3 bue though-it may 'be for a [white cover'd, 
cooked or pent-.up, cotmnbnly gſows under its'own alhes, and crelong 
revives and breaks out again into '4 more furious and ravaging flame, 
To have and to.do as'thy Kit, is ſo. connatural to Mankind by dege- 
nexacy, that they hate nothmgxtore than to be under reftraint,though 
by God him(clf: A -jafl Subjection therefore they name Slavery,and-the 
drawing back from it they aſcribe to generoſity of Spirit. - Andif any 
other Nation (I was going to fay except our own) was guilty of this 
tefraory and pertidious humour of rtvolting.this' of the Jews was.Sd 


; thatrather than endure that yoke of Government which God put upon 


them, they would have one of their own putting on,though more ſtrict 
and ſevere. According tothe habitualne(s hereof to them did they be- 
haye;themſcves in the preſent affair, mor conſidering} that fuoty Prece- 
dents-were forfar from deſerving; to be made teading rales;-much- more 
from having any Plca to be lookt upon: as Laws, that they'conld no 
way:be expiated but by declaring” their hearty repentance and'abhor- 


rence of them. | Actording ro all the works, ſays God to Samuel, which 1 54-32. 


they bave done fince the dy that T brought them out of Egypt even wnto this 
tay, wherewith.tbey have Forſaken md and ſerved viber Gods, fo av they alfh 
$0thee. Thetrrevolting Romctheir Prince, was Siſter'to their defection 
fromi God. Theodorickhad in his Courts Miniſter whord he very muck 
loved. He: thinking, to pleaſe his: Princey: left: the Dodtririe of Chriſt's 
eternal conſubſtantial Deity; ard d:himſclf.of the Arrian Opil 
wdn, wherew#h-heknow him i d i: buf[his/Malter licaring/bf it 
cauſed his Head tobe (iricken'of, - frying, That hewhohadnot keopr 
his: Faith with God; : woutd:nebeer bohyyallto'a Mortal. Man, - © 
- 7. But, feveoihly, Our Petitiomors'wato'nat Herein like theraſetves 
only,but alfo:were carmied tit by a Forid Zoal of being like the Neighs 
bour States, wich6ut conſiderihg. wheehet it: ws goot of bad; which 
they had aipathon: tobe like thent in; -'.'Thty who devore themſelves 
£0 write after the Copy ofano1tieo mavs:mianners at all.adventurewitht 
out ancye; 16:its nelsgrard fabnatoce likoky co do what is evil than 
what is gadd';: ahd if theyHappen 4d: dorwhirts! good ; they do ſonar 
well, becauſe they:do itmatbbtiof a fiudy ofgoodneB;have firtendred 
their xeaſon-and. their dfityrto:the Copy; and at-notthe Many; but the 
Ape: :Farther, He that wil} blindly; follow. theblind,may poſhbty make 
& $cvy fair and advantagoous fieps, bur thdlb nevertheleſs. be reckoned 
a'Fool or:Madtnah, becauſe- it is mo by-chaneenot any good-car- 
2 


ning 


T he wiched Petition, or 


nivg:;that he does ſo;and becauſe he' throws himfelf into-a moſt certain 
danger of falling into the-Ditth,' The States whom.our Elders flndicd 
to be like, were not only blind;'but aHoof ſuch wicked and pernicious 
manners, eſpecially in things pertaiaing, tocGod, as thonld have made 
them wary. of bcipg like them in any- things;;much more ſhould; have 
kept them, from'making it their buſineſs to-be'like them. And they 
mult neceſſarily: be efteemed/ta:do wickedly;,who;though they do what 
is ir) its {e]t good; do it not upon that.accouit; but out of a precipitate 
imitation-of wicked Men, : 4, ot idly lhe 9 ot ay ngel 
- .. 8s, Theytook aPretext-for:doing, it from faults 'of Publick. impor- 
tance-committed by ſome great Officers of the Government. - Saaxtel 
having made his two Sons the Aflifiants of his Age in the Judiciture of + 

1-Sam.3.3. the Nation, they twrned afide after tucre, took, bribes, and perverted judg- 

ment ;' and for this reaſon theirexcellent Father. mult be depoſed, God 

bimſelfrevolted from, and another mode of Government brought in: 

A piece of wickednels certainly, weighed againſt which 'thatwof Samus 

el's Sons willnot ſix the balance, Muſt the Sun be tumbled fromphig 

Saphire. Throne, lofe his golden Crown of: Rays, and Empire of the 

Day,. becauſe hislight'is ſometimes intercepted by Clouds which he 

himſelbdraws up, But ſuppoſe Sanmel acculed. of Male-adminitiration 

in his own qerfon, -who-made the People judge over him whotm God 

had made judge over them'/>God:having, conſtituted him Supreme Go- 

le next and itmmediately under him- 


vernour in all Cauſes over.the _ 
ſelf, could there among the ſame People be a Superior-to him between 
ment. the ambitious  Abſofots 


| himand- God ?- This colour of ill- 
made uſe of againſt his\Royal Fathex,i and having by that: and other 
mafirjiuating Pretences andiConrdhips fiolen away from bi the hearts 
of the People'ahd their Eldbrs,procured/ hich: tobe 'reptabatedby them 
frotn.the Throhe.amd hindclf adranced mtoit'y But'it lyes obvious to 
every eye-, thathe:who was the Lord's Anointed., though guilty of 
Crimes puniſhable by Death in-anothex-Pexſon.y had right on his fide 
ainſt him who was.the People's Anointed, though a Fretender to 
| aſtice and. Piety, and that Divine-Juſtice ſetia remark upon: the En 
texprize of the latter, - as-twolt wicked, ' bringing to. a: fatabend by: the 
treachery of his bwn head;him who mbar” torhis Political head; 
of whoſe Body alſo he was'a belovediand famous part.. {288 

| '9: They were over-haſty in thair.Petition, They left nottheir great 

| Monarch to his- own. time , but inſolently. preſcribed to him'thcirs. 
| God intended thera a King,but was not willing that. his Favourip and 

| Viec-Roy Samuel ſhould loſe his ſcat of Soveraign ;Judicature, _ 

t 


> .. 


Ou ———_— 


«Ifrael's Sinfulneſs, &c. - 


{ the grave and a Throne in Heaven, or that the Scepter ſhould be put 
J into apy hand. until David's was made fit to change the Sheephook tur 
I it. He who importunely urges the performance of what he detires with- 
I out (ayiog his leiſure upon whom he depends for it, may poſſibly re- 
7 cre what he asks, and at his own hour, but not without dcſerving, 
4 ifnotincurring the diſpleaſure of his Benefactour, 
1 10. t, wasnot ſo mach a Petition,as an Impudent; Peremptory,and 
1 chſtinate demand 3 they wentto their Prince*s face,and.required him to 
1 come down fromthe Scat of Authority ia which God had inſtajled him, 
7 make ah alteration of it, and put another- into it 3 and though both he 
nl God himſelf declared themſelves di(pleaſed with their proceedings, 
I they contumacioufly p.rlified"in them, and told him they would have 
' what they. delired, 
* TheSon has a right of Petitioning his Father,but not of doing it uſurp- 
* joglyganadviſedly,ungratefully,opprobrioully, treaſonably, rebellioully, 
-* inimitation of bad Neighbours, out of an unſtable mind, a revolting 
inclination, apd a ruling deſign, with the terms of Empire, a forchead 
of Bras, and a neck of an Iron Sinew, 
| Ththeſereſpedts the wickedneſs in the Text was great, and it was 
3 lather greatned by the generality of it. In ſuch a caſe many hands 
4 mke-not light'but heavy work, and in this there were nore who hid 
* ether. ſo much conſideration-of their Duty as-to abhox what was done; 
2 or ſp much courage as-to declare they did: fo. 
! Theſe are Circumſtances which. manifeſtly contributed tothe wick- 
{edneſsin the Text, There are ſome alſo which probably did ſo. It is 
'indeed likely that there lay at the. bottom ambitious,.covetous, malici- 
15, licentious and other ſuch ſiniſter regards. Some might hope to 
'ttain, rather than deſerve, if not the Throne which they were erc&-- 
jng; yet ſome eminent ftation near it, or gainfal Office under it, 
| Others might aim at being revenged he acts of Ju'tice or Injuſtice 
jovethem, A third ſort might deſign Liberty of Keligion- with the 
Jmerthrow of that which was eſtabliſhe, which they knew Samuel was-- 
much more a Saint than to allow. A fourth might be emported, though 
ery groundleſly and unjuſtly , with umbrages that their preſent Go- 
fmour had intentions of Arbitrary and Tyrannick Rule by himſelk, 
#$ons, or both. | 
| Bur theſe particulars not being, certain; T (hall forbear to urge them 3 
ind baving ſhewn enow that are certain, 'and certainly wicked, I (hait 
W,come to conſider whether the matter of the demaifd of .the Text 
Fade it not alſo wicked in its own Nature, ; 
L. The. 
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1. The Martter of it was a King. Let us then, Firſt, { 
what a King was ; and to that purpoſe let ns view inthe fitft 
place how he is repreſented by the anctent My#z of Phile. | 
__ fophy, Hiſtory and Policy among tlic Gentiles. "Hoa Ba, | 
EY icy 3p armor Kingship is an wncontroulable Gs I. 

vernment,. are the words of a Writer in Suidas , whom he © 
Dion Chryſ. names not, but whom I dare name a Heathen. © Dion Chry. ff * 
Ne roam? Soffomus hath the fame words; and more : Bama '4, fays © * 
he, «rumiudw@ apy, 68 vp Os Bandiws yu ; Kingſhip $ 
is an uncontroulable Government,and the Law isthe King's © 
Decree. Plutarch in his ſhort Treatiſe concerning Mogfar- 
cy, Democracy and Oligarchy , calls the firſt Baoddayr, 
Ningly Government, and fays once that it'4s avlexegrs, © » 
of abſolute Authority, twice avurditurOr, uncortrouleble, * | ad 


Dion Caſſ. Dion Caſſius lays of the Roman Emperors, Tm 19 Auloupe- | » 
L $3: LACY TegTpnnv Me males Tegs MAway aulomMes oQwy + "wh 


 oi26, 171 Ts T8 Baomdtus Tem S\xlampO- bay vizus, tus; |» wm" 
They have the name of Emperour throughout, in jignification of | 
their full and perfett Authority , inſtead of "the title of , N 
King, and Diflator. And again , Adduiley 5 f rougry os © | 
avlc mas Axlrixa muxle Derer TuTE1 ed; rept ame axons arty” | 70 
X-oj24 19114725 terry 39 evi TY] teypap pivir extern ; They are 
ſet looje' from the Laws', as the Latine words themſelves 
ſpeak ; that is, they are free from all neceſſary ſubjettion to | 
Law or Coattion by it, and are. bound by none af the written | 
Inſtitutes. Having alſo faid, that;nnq f avdileias iguy ah þ 
Bina, they were: inveſted with all the power of ' the F'r* Yo. 
lity, He adjoins , wr vj ms *% Bxod for, mv T3 Gopines tþ wt, 
Arift. in wponyete aur}, ty, ſo that they had all things { HINgSR þ 
-'mg Po- except their unacceptable title. Ariſtotle having Jet down J 
"five ſorts of Regal Government ; he fays, of the Fifilp 
which is named by him; mp Gacnhea ; perfect Regal Gr- | 6n 
vernwent, that it 1s chiefly or-:moſt properly called RE == 
gal:, .thav Fyranaic i: the! Corruption” of "ite, that {- oy 
W311 7310 23! os 
”" TY 
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” Tian 7 TU TWy wderO- as wv, when one man is Lord of all ; 
, ind. ug 9\#v, , ape Tavloy 47, 7 taut? ano 0 Ramdds 
ſ ly which the King governs all according to his will + ad 
+ I that. it is che ſame kind of Government with that of 
& 1 he Father , or Maſter of a Family : Of the four others, 
* | vlycþ be Jay's . were x7 r9ugr, according to Law, an] 
© A epectally the, Lacedemenian , (which, as 15 agreed by all, 
Y 2 ws almoſt wholly a mixture of Ariſtocracy and De-. 
? | gocracy.), he fays . that they are not properly any 
/ © kind of Kingdom or Polity. Marcus Aurelius ſays in 

$ 7 Dim Caſſius, mipi yd au F aulapyi2s 6 fros pgrO- xpivery yalay, cm—_ 
pn o luperial Authority God only may be Fudge. Caſſii, 


) The Athexzians.accounted themſelves, and arc accoun- 
td by Writers to have diſſolved Kingly - Government 
'n ſetting up- the Archontick,, which was of one man 
" 2 vho was liable to';be controuled, and -.called to an ac- 


fl cunt. 

2 . . - 

f © 'Diologenes 5" 2 Pythagoran, fays in Stob aus; 6 4 Bankds, Dioingrs:: 
ul Diologenes ,, a Pythagoran, W's. 5 0 Barndss Dhotterncs 


ipay: try dwormdiSuvor » & 0706 wy youuOs tuluy@c » ©£05 4,.ym in 
= arp mus Tdpegaugmoay; A King, having an uncontrons Serm. 46. : 

lble Authority, and being himſelf au. animated Law, hath 
tle form of God ambng Men. oo ox 

C USDA Wb Bent nh a AJ 5 MOM 
> FEcphantas , one of the fame - Sect, hath in the ſame, 
a + Author, theſe, words ,, Ern & mf Ota, _Ortl 5 4 Bama, _ m— 
1 - wo & apryay, 1-6 Thrbp 231" ayldpint 1gAHtay epytar 5 br 
ws; It belongs alſo to a King, to rule himſelf, and to .. 

' } be ruled by none,  _ | 


4 


Otanes a Perfian Noble in Herodotus ſpeaking of Mo- Herd. l. 2- 
: arehty; r Ki Govgrtmeht fays, 47. $551 kerurgbfy- - 
195-They « Rumba his) hath atig bt of doing whatever it 

fot witldut controud. | Caius: :+ 


5 5 | . — I Ty 
16 The wicked Petition, or 
Saluſtin Caius Memmins, a Tribune of the People fays"in' Salyf, 


bello Ju- _ naps; * ; | 
—_— Impune quzliber facere', id eſt regem efle ; 7s do what #4 


» 


mAh will with Impunity, that 1s to be a King. 


Zoſep. An- Cleopatra urging her Marcus Antontus to call Hergd | 

"+15 to an account, he replyed , That it was not fair, Bay 
Mia mpl mf 10) mw apy Yuemperor waa araprcy" | 
&mws 0 uv 08 Bands oo To demand of a King an ac- 
count of what was done in his Government ; for ſo he wout4 


| not be a King. 
« 


&ſcbyl. in The Daughters of Danaxs in Z/chy/us upon the common 
Suppl notion of Regal Authority tell the 4rg/ve King, 


Zy To TOMS, ov 3 Ty 1 puery 
TTpumearis axealG wy | 


Thou art the C tty,' thou the People tirt, 
Being a Governour not to be judg'd. 


RO IEA 


Kingly Authority is inthe Anrigera of Sophocles,called mil | 
2s pgreppiz, perfeft Monarchy. And in the fame Tragedy 
-Creon ſaying to Amon, 


Ou 178 xeaT81|O. 1 mids yajullel al 3. 
[s not the City his eſteem'd that Reigns ? 


© OR FF NE 

He rcjoins, Kaaws, farrly. 2 | | Y ; 

I ſhall add no more of this, though. I could ſpend many 2 

ww, Dours upon it, fave that of ZZerace. | 0 
0% No | 

Carn. 3, 
'Od, 1+ 


Regum timendorum in proprios greges, 
wand/ vs - ro O8' 2 hee Cnperion Foun: vn 107 
- -But this is Heathen iDo@trine':) Let! vs 'try''how 4 
agrecable it js to the Theology 'of Screpture- -Ane ; 
DT%H TYELEM? we : 


1 
' 
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oF 


Wee need look no farther than to what Samuel ſays 
upon the Buſineſs of the Text 3 God having commanded 
Samnel to proteſt ſolemnly to the People of Iſrael, and 
declare to them the manner (as we tranſlate 1t) of the 
King that ſhould Reign over them : The Judge ſays to 
them, This will be the manner of the King that ſhall Reign 
over you 5 He will take your Sons, and appoint them for him- 
ſelf, for his Chariots, and to be his Horſemen; and ſome ſhall 
run before his Chariots: And he will appoint him Captains 
over Thouſands, and Captains over Fifties; and to ear his 
Ground, and to reap bis Harveſt, and to make his Inſtru- 
ments of War, and Inſliruments cf Chariots: And he will 
take your Daughters to be ConfeFionaries, and to be Cookes, 
and to be Bakers : And he will take your Fields, and jour 
Vineyards, and your Olive-yards, the wc Ll them, and give 
them to his Servants: And he will take the Tenth of your Seed, 
and of your Vineyards,and give to his Officers, and to his Ser- 
vants: And he will take your Men- Servants, and your Maid- 
Servants,and your goodlieſt young Men, and your Aſſes,and put 
them to his Work : Hewill take the Tenth of your Sheep, and ye 
ſhall be his Servants. This I look upon as a Law: For, 

1. The word Miſbphat, which we tranſlate Manner,as 
the Learned know, properly fignifies Right, Judgment,Sta- 
tute, and the like. 

2, It is in this Senſe rendred here, by all the Ancient 
Tranſlations, Arabick, Syriack, Vulgar Latine, that of the 
Septuagint, and the Chaldee Paraphraſe. 

3. Theſe Words of Samuel, were either a Prediftion 
from God only, of what the King would do, or a Law 
of what he might do: If only a Prediftion, and not a 
Law, then all the Kings were Tyrants and Oppreflors, 
David, Solomon, Aſa, Jeboſaphat, Jehoaſh, Amaziah, Uzzi- 
ab, Hezekiah, Joſiah 3 but of the good and Pious Reign 
of all theſe, the Holy Ghoſt gives very fair Elogies. 

»4. Theſe things appear to be not {j okea b 
PrediRion only, to deter the /ſrae/ztes he perſiſting in 
elr 


y way of 


1 Sar. 8. 9, 


it Sam $8. 11, 


The Wicked Petition; Or, 


2 Sam. 10. 25+ 


Exod. 16 33- 


their Deſire of a King, becauſe ſuch frightful and hor- 
rid things might have been ſaid upon that Subje, in 
compariſ{n with which theſe here ſpoken of, may well 
ſeem ſoft, pleaſant and deftreable. 

5. The Manner in which God commanded Saxzxel to 
declare theſe things to them, ſpeak it a Law; proreſting 
thou ſhalt proteſt to them, and ſhew them the Miſhphat of the 
King, fays God, whe calls his Law his Teſtimony. 

6. The Cluſe of it is drawn in the terms of a Com- 
mand 3 And je ſhall be his Servants. 

7. Samne!, atter he had declared this to them, added, 
And ze ſhall cry out in that day,becauſe of your Kine,and the 


| Lord will not hear you in that day. They would have had 


a Remedy in their Hands, when dil-eaſed by their King, 
and ſick of him, if this had not been a Law. 

8. Samnel wrote it ina Book, and laid it up before 
the Lord, that is, about the Arke, the place of which 
was in the Holy of Holyes, and in which were laid up 
the Pot of Manna,the Rod of Aaror,and the two Tables. 
So I conclude, becauſe when the Pot of Manna was 
commanded to be laid up before the Lord, Aaroz laid it 
up before the Teſtimony. Now ſurely, had it been on- 
ly a PrediCtion of the Manner of -the Kingdom,and not a 
Divine Law, it would not have beenlaid ap with fo much 
Tendernefs, Reſpe& and Valuation, more by far, than 
all the reſt of the Law of God, except the two Tables 
all that being only put into the Hands of the Prieſts and 
Elders. If any ſhall make any queſtion, Whether this 
Miſhphat in the Tenth Chapter, was the ſame with that 
in the Eighth, becauſe there it is called Of the King, 
here Of the Kingdom. I fay, Firſt, the Ancient Jews, and 
other believed it to be the ſame: It is render'd in both 
places alike, ) Inygiwua 19 Baowndws, the Right of the 
King, by the Seventy; by words which ſignifie the Sta- 
tute Z the King, in the Chaldee Paraphraſe; the Right%®f 
the King, in the Syriack 5 the Rights of the King, in the 
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Arabick Verfion. Secondly had this been a new Law of 
God, different from what had been ſpoken of before, 
Samuel would have declared here,as he did there,that he 
had received new Inſtructions from God about it. Third- 
ly, had it been a new Law, it would have been recited 
by Sarmel, and recorded by him as that vas. 

With Relation to this Law (though not as preſcribed 


to Iſrael only ) I cannot but think it 1s that Solomon ſays, Ef 3, 2- 


I counſel (or charge) thee to keep the Kings Commandment, 
and that in regard of the Oath of Ged. And that, 

Firſt, Becauſe that Law was delivered with a moſt ſo- 
lemn Proteſ(tation from God, which hath much of the 
Nature of an Oath. 

Secondly, Becauſe it was Jaid up with the Tables of 
the Covenant, and about the Ark of the Covenant, and 
the Law of God, hath the Name of the Covenant, and 
the Covenant which God in giving his Law, made with 
the People of Iſrael, 1s called the Oath that he made with 
them 

Thirdly, Becauſe it is epitomized in the following 
Words of SolJoxzor, He doth whatſoever pleaſeth him; where 
the word of a King is, there is Power, and who may ſay un- 
to him what doeſt thou? To this Queſtion of Solomon, Mil- 
ton replies, No private Perſon, but the Magiſtrate or Se- 
nate may; But 1 cannot but wonder, that he ſhould be 
ſuch a Novice in Learning, and Maſter 1n Impudence at 
the ſame time; foclear istheſence of the Wards by their 
own Light, as alſo by what Job ſays, Who ſball ſay wnto 
him, what doeſt thou 2 And by Nebucbadnezzar's Acknow- 
ledgment, he doth according to his.Will, and none can 


ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto him what doeſt thou? Which Dan: 5: 35: 
they bath ſpake to teſtify the Authority of: God to be 


abfolutely. Supreme and uncontroulable, So: much there- 
fore of God was.in the King, according to Soloxor, that 


there was.no Body, whoever of his.People, no Magi- 


rate, no-Senate-to whom he was bound to give an Ac- 
D 2 count 


Job 9. 12, 
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count. This Senſe of Solomon we are prepar'd to be- 
lieve, by that Saying of his Father David, to God, up- 
on the Head of his Adultery and Murther, Againſt thee ox- 
ly have I ſinned. So he faid in the High Tide of his Repen- 
rance ; and his Meaning 1s, that though his Sins were 
ſuch as were 1n others, to be puniſhed by the Judge,the 
Judge on Earth; yet as his, they were to be puniſhed 
only by the Judge of Heaven and Earth. This is the 
Expoſition which all the Ancient Fathers, and Learned 
Men, and ſome Famed Papiſts alſo give of the Words ; 
which are more than I could now half quote, was that 
my whole Bulineſs here. It is indeed ſufficiently evident 
to them, who are not blind, or will not ſhut their Eyes, 
that the Kings of 1ſrae! were,of Right, free from all Co- 
erfion, both by Elders and People. The Queſtion then 
will be, Whether other Kings had the ſame Prerogative? 
And it appears,they had, not only by Humane Records, 
which I muſt not now touch; | but alſo by what is ſaid 
of the Afﬀeair of the Text, and by ſeveral Inſtances in 
Scripture. In the Concern of the Text, we find, that 
the People ſaid to Samnel, Make ns a King to judge us 
like all the Nations; and that God commanded Samnel to 
hearken to their Voice in all that they had ſaid unto 
him. But now they were not like other Nations in their 
Kings, if the Kings of other Nations had not ſuch a Su- 
preme Authority as I have ſhewn theirs had. 

Of the many Inſtances, I ſhall at preſent urge only 
one, and it ſhall be of the Egyptian King. 

Joſeph was known in Egypt, to beof another Country and 
Religion,to have been bought by Potiphar,in theQuality 
of a Slave; and,after he had been raiſed, by his favor, to the 
management of all his bufineſs,tohave been ſtrongly accus'd 
by his Wife,of attempting the Violation oftheir Bedz and 
thereupon to havelain long, and with much hardſhip in 
Priſon: Yet this Man,whennot abovethirty years of Age, 


upon the Interpretation of the King's Dream, concern 
even 


"_ 
Fo 
2 

. 


» 
Fd 
&? 
Y 
* 


Tracts Sinfilneſs, &c, 


21 


ſeven Years of Plenty, and as many of Scarcity ſucce(- 
fivelyz which, whether it was true or falſe, from a good 
Spirit or from a Bad, might then be doubted by ſome ; 
and upon his Counſel to him, to ſet one over the Land, 
to make Proviſion againſt the Famine, in which he might 
be then ſuſpected to have ſome ambitious Regards to 
himſelf, did Pharaoh, without adviſing but with ſome 
of the Servants of his Court,conſtitute a Ruler both over 


his Houſe, and the whole Land ; and he ſet him in ſuch g,, .. 


1 anclevated degree of Power, that only in the Throne 


was be himſelf greater, that the People were all to be 


I fuled according to his Word ; that without him, no Bo- 
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dy was to lift up his Hand or Foot in all the Land; that 
he had it in his Commiſhon, to bind his Princes at his 
Pleaſure, and to teach his Senators Wiſdom; and that 
he might take, and lay up, what, and where he thought 
fit, of the Fruits of the Land, for the uſe, and under the 
Hand of his Maſter. This Pharaoh did, by vertue of his 
_ Crown, ſo he declared by thoſe Words, 1 am Pha- 
raoh, and without thee ſhall no man lift up his Hand or Foot. 
Pharaoh being the Title of the Egyptian Kings, as Kings, 
derived to them, as I could ſhew from the firſt King of 
Egypt, Miſrains the Son of Ham. And that herein he ex- 
tended not his Scepter beyond its due Limits; I there- 
fore reckon, | 

Firſt, Becauſe Joſeph adviſes him to it, with the next 
Ro after he had, by the Spirit of God, explained his 


m. 

Secondly, Becauſe Joſeph, who feared God, not on- 
ly accepted, but alſo exerciſed the Authority, and that 
in a great Latitude. 

Thirdly, Becaufe Joſeph ſays, That God had made him 
Lord and Ruler of all Egypt, which he could not well 
have ſaid, if jt had been unjuſt in Pharaoh to have made 
him (0, it being by his. Authority that he was fo 
made. 

Fourthly, 


Gen.41. 44- 
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Fourthly, Becauſe David ſings of this At of Pharaoh, 
as a juſt Ground and Matter of Glorifying God. I ſhall 
only add to this, that the Egyptians, being, as all Wri- 
ters of them agree, a moſt unſtable, envious, proud, Se- 
ditious, furious People, and zovarum rerun uſque ad pub- 
licas cantilenas cupientes,it 1s not likely they would have 
ſubmitted herein to Pharaeb, if they had not accounted 
that he herein exerciſed a juſt Prerogative. They jn- 
dced ſeem to have look'd upon their Natural Kings, as 
having a Paternal Right of Dominion: For that Apis, 
which I interpret Father, was the Name of one, at leaſt 
of their Primitive Kings z and alſo Pamyles or Palmyg 
which (ignifies The King the Father, and that Abimeleck, 
which ſignifies The Father the King, and from which, 
Pamyles and Palmys, differ but with a little Change of 
Letters, was the Common Name of the Kings of the Philiſt- 
ins,who were Grand-Children of Miſraim,the firſt Foun- 
der of the Egyptian Kingdom. 

Thus do we ſee, That a King of Old, was a Gover- 
nour abſolutely Supreme, not to be violently controul'd, 
or call'd to an Account -by any of his People, but to be 
cither actively, or paſhively obey'd. 

2. Let us in the next place ſee, whether the asking 
of a King was not a Wickedneſs, confidering it as to the 
Matter of it abſtractively in it ſelf; that indeed it was 
tar from it, there are theſe Arguments among athers, of- 
ter'd us by Scripture. 

Firſt, The Condition in which God put Mankind, by 
the Creation, Flood, and Diſperſion at Babel, implyed 
Monarchy their Rightful Government, both for preſent 
and future Generations, For Man is the Head of the 
Woman, and ſhe ought to be in ſubjettian to him, be- 
cauſe ſhe was made after him, of.him, and for him; ſhe 
came not into the World until Man was inthroped in the 
Dominion of all Inferior Creatures; ſhe was made of his 
Rib,and ſo was Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his F ſells 
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and ſhe was made to be a Meet Help to him; ſo that 
he muſt have it in his Power to make her fo. Beſides, 
he is of a more Elevated and Subſtantial Worth, and (he 
is the weaker Veſſcl. This Reaſon, Tylly tells us, was 


obſerv'd of Old, Mulieres omnes propter infirmitatem Con- © #n 0: 


M11 7 7 pra L. Mir 2114s 
cilii majores in tutorem poteſtate eſſe volnerunt, The Son pro £ 


owes Obedience to the Father, becauſe he owes his Be- 
ing to him, and commonly many of the Advantages of 
it by his Education ; and becauſe he is as much a part of 
him, as 1s his beſt Blood, as is any Mcmber of his Body; 
the Son being the Father's Tranſcript, and having his 
Blood and Nature 1 him, particularly the Eldeſt Sor, 
having his Blood and Nature firſt in him, being the B-- 
gihning and Chief of his Strength, bcing next to him, 
and entring firſt into the Poſleflion of his Power : all 
the other Children, are, by Primitive Inſtitution, after 
the 'Father's Death, ſubject to the Eldeſt Brother ;z and 
conſequently, all of the ſhame Blond to the Eldeſt of the 
Eldeſt Line of it. This Title of Primogenitture to rule, 
was ancitently acknowledged by the Followers of Naturc; 
Dicearchus particularly, and Ariſtotle, ſpeak of the Do- 
minion of the mpeoCurzlos 78 y4y;, and ſay it was of Old 
inuſe in the Cities of Greece. But it is declared by God 
himſelf, in ſeveral places of Scripture, I ſhall inftance on- 
ly in one, tonching the firſt Firſt-born : When God faw 
him (I mean Cain) diſcontented , becauſe he approved 
of Abel's Sacrifice, and not of his, Uyto thee -ſhal! be his 
Deſire, aud thou ſhalt riile over him, aid God to him in 
the ſame Language that he uſed to Eve concerning A- 
dam's Dominion over her: as if he ſhould have told him, 
that notwithſtanding the Goodnefs of his Brother's, and 
the Faultineſs of his own Religion, he woald not take 
from him the Right of Dominion, which he had'over 
him by \Primogeniture. By the Rule of what I have 
Aid, Adam was Univerſal Monarch of the Earth, and 
Cain ſhould hav. been fo after him, if he ſurvived ; but 
that 
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that he forfeited his Right of being fo, —_ with 
his Life, by the Murder of his Brother; ſo it fell to 
Seth and his Family ; upon which Account I put it, that 
Cainan, as the Arabian Writers ſay, was King of all the 
Earth; and that Abzdemus and Beroſus reckon Ten Kingy 
before the Flood, as there were Ten Generations from 
Adam to Noah. However, Noah was by the Flood, put 
almoſt into the ſame Condition with Adam; therefore 
he is by an Eaſi-Indian Se&t of Philoſophers, called The 
Second Adam. But it was not long before, if ſeveral of 
the Fathers were not miſinform'd, he parted the Earth 
by Lot, between his three Sonsz; by which means, the 
Inequality which was among all Mankind by Nature, 
as to Government, was in part broken. However, it is 
certain, that a Parity of Rule among many more Per- 
ſons, was brought in by the Diſperfion of Noah's Chil- 
dren at Babel, of which God was the Author of that 
extraordinary Oeconomy. But it was a Parity, not of 
all People of the ſame Society, but of ſeveral diſtint 
Monarchs only : When God ſcattered the Race of Men, 
by the Confuſion of Tongues, it was not done with fo 
much Confuſion, but that he took Order there ſhould 
be in every ſeperate Parcel of them, one who had a 
Right of Sovereignty over the reſt, We find inthe 
Tenth Chapter of Gereſss, that God ſcattered them all 
by Families, and that of every Family there was a Fa- 
ther or Head; and conſequently, one that was King of 
it, and a Founder of a Kingdom therein, and that He- 
reditary. This I could confirm of moſt of the Families 
and their Heads, there mentioned, by Humane Records; 
and that as well of thoſe that planted themſelves in Nor- 
thern Climates, as of thoſe that ſate down in the Eaſtern 
and Southern, but it is not here convenient 3 God ha- 
ving thus took order, that Monarchy ſhould be accor- 
ding to the Law of Nature, the Government oÞ every 
ſeveral diſtin& Society of Men, which he conſtituted at 


Babel; 
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Bubel, and that Succeſlively, it continued in Vogu 
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mong all Nations for at leaft a Thoufand Years after 


that. Ariſtotle ſays, Thar Anciently, the Cities and Na- — uy L r, 
tions were under the Authority of Kings. The ſame is $aug. in Ba: 
teſtified by Salyſt, Cicero, Juſtin, out of Trogus Powpei- lo Carilin. 
xs, and others ; particularly of Greece, where there at —_— de Leg. 
length ſprang up fo maty Free Commonwealths, or A- Juſt. 1. r. 
riſtocratical and Democtatical States, 
carnaſſeus aſſures us, that it was Otigi 


afty 


Dyoniſſins Hali- 
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all by Kings. To conie Hotne, Tacitus hath theſt Words 
of the Britains,Oline regibis parebant, imme per Principes 


faGionibus & 


whether of 


ple in our 


ſtudizs trabuntur. Indetd in all Records, 


or doubtful Credit, we find no Peo- 


nd, before we find a Kitg. $0 little does 


it appear, that the Britiſþ Kings derived their Sceprets 
from the Hatids of the People. 

Secondly, Motiarchy otily was the Govertithent that 
God appointed to his People Iſrael. He, from their firlt 
coming out of Egypt, took the Governttient of then 
upon himfelf, and they came wndet a Theocracy. , God 
coil lains upon the Occafloh, in our Text, 
had reje&ed him, that he ſhould not Reign 
over them 3 and Same, that they faid, they would 
have a King, when the Lord their God was their King. 
This kis Regency over them, he exerciſed by extraordi- 
nary Methods, and immediate Difpenfations; and he 
made Moſes, Joſhneh, and the Judges his Vice-Roys, 
who, though none of them had the Natne of King, ex- 


therefore 


That they 


cept Moſes,of whom it's ſaid, he was King in 
the Heads of the People, and the Tribes of 1ſrael were Pvt 33: 5: 


Jeſurnn, when 


gather'd together , they all exerciſed a Regal Authori- 


ty: But God did not ifiterid that they 


ould have 


ho other Mode of Governnent; he defighed them, in 


due Seaſon, ſuch Kings as other 


Natioris had. 


Belides 


that, by the Spirit of God, Jacob (aid, The Scepter ſhall 
not 
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Deut, 17» RN : 


not, deport rom Judah _ anon. ol And Balarm, 


his Tek eaking oh Iſrael) ier.than gag, 
I, 


ngdom , ſha be,,£x hag ; bh the! Mother of 
;clar, - King ſhall. Foe Strength zinto his King. - and tx. 
alt the: Horn of Fir Annointed : Moles ſaid from God, 
When thou art come into the had. which the Lord thy id 
giveth thee, and felt poſſeſs it, and ſpalt "dwell hers 
in,-and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet a ' King over nte, like as all 
the Nations that are about me, thou ſhalt in any wi e ſet 
bin over, thee, whom the Lord .thy God ſhall chuſe, owe 
YO anvong thy Brethren ſhalt thou ſet King over th ee, Ke; 
he latter; part of which words, may more Grammati: 
cally and properly, be render'd thus :, Setting thou ſhalt 
ſet over thee a King, whom the Lord thy God 
chuſe ; one from among thy Brethren ſhalt thou ſet King 
over thee ; Or thus: Thor ſhalt, by all means, ſet over thee 
a King; him whoz God ſhall chuſe from among thy 'Bre- 
thren, ſhalt thou ſet King over thee. - Tn this Senice' the 
Sjriack, Verſion renders it. "To the ſame purpoſe, the 
5.xp of Ben. UzzieLTe ſhatt ſeek. arning (or. Ioftrn: 
ions.) of the T.ord, and after that ſhall,” ſet over jou a 
King: It is not lawful to ſet a Stranger over.” you., wha 
# not of your Brethren. Let us here, by the way, * ob> 
ſerve, It is not fad, ou ſhalt (ct under, but' over, mt 
the People are here oken of in the Singutar Nat ber 
I -one Congre bs Body : $9 Fat the King that Qu 
be Coniſtituted, was, wy bz to, the © whole bod d *$6- 
ciety, Bot an Inferior" Mitiſter, but a Superior Mag 
ſtrate. To this "General Body. of the cople,: God's 


Words are ſo far from allowing them a Liberty of ſer- 


Bud up what Government they would, that'thi = 
ther deny. it 't6 ther. . Had God Ieft: their 
Shethel they would fe &t up Monarchy,” 6r Ariſt6c 
or, Democracy , "or ſome Mixture' 'theth, he” ww d 
ER, have ſpoken « of the reſt, as well'as: he Ser 
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King, and gives them Rules only about him; efpecial- 
Iy,/ fince* no where 1n Scripture, God gives them 'any 
Meafures for any other Supreme Governors'or Govern- 
ment, it 1s plain, he intended they ſhould have no o- 
ther Supreme Government, but that of a King. A true 
Paraphraſe of the Words take thus in ſhort 5 When 


you ſhall be well ſetled in your Habitations, and ſhalt : 


n/a fitting marmer declare” your (elves to have a mind 
to ſet over you Regal Government, but not any: other, 
oF af - pleaſed that ' you ſhould, and by all means, you 


ſhalt ſet over you that Government, ' but not any other; - 


but then you ſhall ſet over you a King, whom I ſhall 
chuſe, &c.. Then he goes on, to give Rules for the 

to obſerve, and concludes them thus? To the end 
that he "iy \ prolong bis days in his Kingdom, be and his 
Children in the midſt of Iſrael ; by which Words, God' 
plainly expreſt what Good Will he had for a Kingdom, 
and that an Hereditary one, and for the Right Pofleffor 
of it and his Heirs 3 and how Advantageous the Conti- 
mance thereof" would be to the People. ' According 
to this Sence of this place,the Maſters of Hebrew Learn- 
ing ſay , that of three Commands which God gave the 
People of "1/ael' 'to execute as ſoon: as they were well 
ſettled in'the Larid of Carmen; 'this was the Firſt, That: 


they ſhould-ſeta' King over” rheth.! Þ ſhall only add on! 
this Head;' that the Throne of the! Kings of Iſrael, is Cal- ; chr. 25. 33. 
led, The. Throne” of '#he Lord iand'their Kingdom, The 2. Chr. 13.8. 


Kingdom of the Lord. | 914 Y 

- Thitdly;2!God: in' Scripture, declares himſelf in- Fa- 
vor of! a Monarchy, ſet up-by Force againft a Govern- 
metit;, ix d/of Ariftocracy/and Democracy, and againſt 
the Wills 6f'thoſe' that 'were inveſted! herewith. ' Such 
evety | 0he'ithat- is acquainted -with' Hiſtory, mult ne- 
ceflary believe the:Government ofthe! Rowwdn' Empe- 


the Firſt s but whereas - he propounds to/ them on! ya 
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Luke 2. 1. 
Aﬀs 29. 1. 

1 Tim. 2. 2+ 
1Per.2.13-17. 


x Tim. 2. 2+ 


Rom. 13. 
x Pet.2.13.17- 


Rom, 13» 


rors to be : And yet the. Holy Ghoſt gives the Empe- 
ror the Name of y Se 3h which was 2 Name of Ho. 
lineſs, as appears' by: Mycrobizs calling the Dedigated 
Table jy the Heathen Temples, where were thzis epule 
libationes et: ſlipes, Mynſan Augaſtatam : And he gives 
that Name, npt only to Caine Ofavins, but alla, if [ 
take aim aright, to, Nero; he giyes either Claudine, or 
Nere, 'or bath, the Name of, King, which the Emperors 

xa long timg ſbun'd, becauſe the Rowan dilliked it, 
as (1gnufying: the; Loſs gf their. Liberty, He commands 


Prayers and Thankoginin s to be offer'd up for the Ro-, 


man Emperors and as Tribute and Honor, ſo alſo 
Submiſſion -t0 be pajd to him; ang this as Sypreme, 
and for the Lord's Sake. He aye allo, in relation to, 
him, when either Claydius or Nerq wore, the! Diadem, 
44, tows. iZuqia, the Powers, (the. Authoxitics) that are at 
preſent exiſting, are ordained of God and that who- 
eyes relalted. him, refilted the Ordipance of God, and 
that. he. was the Miniſter of God. | 04 2 
Fourthly, Kings, are, repreſented Randiog in/a, mych 
nearer, Relation, to, Gad, than any other Seqular Gyr 
vernours.:. But, this is too full a Subjegt to be-now.dil- 
courled. 3. vi 
FafthlyJIt is Gad's/Gharge to, all, to.bave.a mai awiul 
Reſpedtfor the King,apdnot.tg beattbeir Party hover 
ry. from it,os who entexpriſeapy Alteratipe. from ingly 
Government: Aud: this! bythe Rule-gf haying,aimolt: 
Awful Reſpe& for yhe; true. Gad, and of-ngt joyning 
with ſuch as vary from itz or as entergriſt aby; Altesatir, 
an from, his Monarchy, they; being Duzies- that, are 
cla{t}y, linked, together. aud: becauſe hafgo Deſtradsr 
on, and ſuch Fortune, 45. no, Body knows beore-hand 
what.it ſhall be,or, perhaps. wllapprehend-when iegmes, 
certainly. attend, | and; will, unawares befall; as, yell the 


Sinners of the, former, (ork, as_thaſe- of the ilatto;e: - 
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myſt thoſe Words of Solomon be underſtood, My Sor, ,... 
fear thou the Lprd, and the King, aud meddle not with 
thoſe that are given to Change : Far their Calamity ſhall 
riſe ſuddainly, and who knoweth the Ruine of thens bath £2 
Bath Changers from the Fear of the Lord, and Chang- 
ers from the Fear of the King, 
Sixthly, God ſpeaks of Regal Government, as alone 
juſtly agreable to the buſineſs of Government ; which, 
in regard to thoſe that are to be Governed, is, that they 
may live a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs 
os Honelty 3 Godlineſs firſt, in paying God his Rights ; 
theo Honeſty : So far is ſalns Populi from being Suprema 
Lex. What leſs can we think, when we find it ſaid 
twice in the Book of Judges, In thoſe days there was no [uage 11.6. 
King in Ifrael;, but every man did that which was Right in & 21. 25. 
bis.own Eyes; eſpecially conſidering what grievous Con- 
fuſions then prevailed, and what umpious and flagitious 
Enormities. were then committed; in the Relations of 
ſome of which it is ſaid, I» thoſe days there was no King Judg: 18. 1. & 
is Trae}; a. Sigyification, that they were to be aſcribed '” © 
ta.the wank of a King, though at the ſame time, there j,gg, ar. 16. 
were both Elders of the Congregation, and a Renown- Fudd 20. 28. 
ed High-Pricft, What leſs can we think, when we read: 
in the ame-Book, They came.1o Lailh, and ſaw the Peo- 
ple that, were. therein, how they davelt. careleſt, after the man- a 
ner, (by. the Law.) of the Tidonians, quiet and ſeeurez 38 57 
aud, there.mgs no Magiſtrate'in the Land. that »right put them 
taShewes canſlidering unte. what: Miſchiefs we find them 
betrayed. by. that-State: of Aﬀairs; and' that. the two: 
wards which, we tranſlate Magiſtrate; properly: denote: 
an;Nereditary:Pollelier of Supreme Government : For to: 
figgitie. ſuch a Government, is:the word--Eſar, uſed/in; 
Seripture,. particulatly:. in. the' Buſineſs of the Text 5: 
whenea\l\cannor. but.think, came. the Hetraſcar Word! 
&/arwhich fignifies.the:SupremeGovernor ofthe World — gt 9g 
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24. 21» 


The Wicked Petition; Or, 


Heſych, God, and 'Auwiw: Gods; and poſlibly the Greek Words, 
"AtwvuriT1p 'Aiovumnns, a King. What leſs can we think 
when we find the want of a King, ſpoken of by God, as 
a grievous Calamity, and inflicted for the puniſhment of 
a People's Wickedneſs; When we read the Prophet Je- 
remiah, complaining, The Breath of our Noſtrils,the anoint- 
ed of the Lord, was taken in their Nets, of whom we ſaid, 
under his Shadow-we ſhall live among the Heathen, The 
Ezek. 19. 10, Prophet Ezekiel, Thy Mother is like a Vine, ---- ſhe had 
11,12,1314 Rods for the Scepters of them that bear Rule; --- but ſhe was 
plucked up in fury,ſhe was caſt down tothe ground,and the Eaſt 
Wind dried up ker Fruit ; her ſtrong Rods were broken and 
withered, the fire conſumed them: and now ſhe is planted in 
the Wilderneſs,in a dry and thirſty Ground; and fire -is-gont) 
ont of a Rod of her Branches,which kath devoured her Fruits 
ſo that ſhe hath no ſtrong Rod to be made a Sctpter t0-Ruke. 
Hoſ. 10-3 Andthe Prophet Hoſea, Now they ſhall ſay;we haven King; 
becauſe we feared not the Lord ; what then ſhall a King o- 
wto us? Thatis far from being inconſiderable,which D#- 
on. Caſſuns lays, Anporea lia yd ovoucd V9/11h0v : 4, Oc. De- 
mocracy hath indeed a ſpecions Name, and ſeems by -equal' 
Laws, to give an equal portion to all; but it is argned by its 
Effeds, not at all to agree with its Appellation: on the other 
fide, Monarchy is harſh to the Ear, but wſ beneficial to the 
State: for it is eaſter to find one man good than many; and if 
Jome think it hard to find that one good man,they muſt of ne- 
celſaty think it _—_ to find thoſe many: If then the' one 
that governs is bad, be is yet rather to be choſen, than a great 
many like him. Of this, the Atcheivementsof Greeks and Bar-' 
barians, ard of the Romans alſo, are Teſtimonies, they being 
always by far,better, and greater,and more, under Kings than” 
under Populacy;and ” mrs ont leſs in Monarchies, 
thanin Popular Governments. if any Commonwealth hatb 
flouriſb'd under a Popular Adminiſtration, it hath laſted' but 
for 4 ſhort time, while they had not arrived at Greatneſs nd 
Fav Strengeh ; 


Lam. 4- 20» 


Dion Caſſius 
Hiſt. Rom. 1.4 3+ 


ed 


Iſraels Sinfulneſs, &c, 


Strength; ſothat there ſprang no Injuriouſneſs from Succeſs, 
nor Envy from Ambition. Abimelech, though I do notthink 
he ſpake by immediate Infpiration from Heaven, yet he 
did from the Oracle of Reaſon, and knew the Anſwer 
was obvious to a knowing Man, when he put that Que- 
ſtion to the Shechamites, Whether 3s it better for you, either 
that threeſcore and ten Perſons Reign over you, or that one 
Reign over jou 2 Be the State of a Nation never fo like 
Heaven, ſ:vera] Suns, at the ſame time therein, will quick- 
ly turn it into a kind of Hell, by ſetting all on Fire, 

I ſhould ſay ſomething, by way of Application, and 
I have too large a Ficld for it; but neither the Time, nor 
the Tires allow me Liberty to employ my ſclf therein :I 
muſt refer that,as Felix did the hearing S. Pa#l,toa more 
convenient Seaſon. I ſhall at preſent only Conclude from 
what hath been ſaid, That Monarchy among men, is one 
of the faireſt Daughters of that of Heaven; and that they 
who have endeavor'd to deflower her, have thereby 
confels'd her Beauty z and heartily pray, that we may 
never think them good Chriſtians, whether Proteſtants, 
or Papiſts, who being Subjects, inlolently lay Rands on 
the Scepter, and attempt to Sway itz by which means, 
both that and the State,muſt needs ſuffer moſt untoward 
Convullions; whoſe Tongues are Blaſphemouſly, and 
their Fingers Sacrilegiouſly buſie, with both Monarchy 
and Monarchs ; who would eſtabliſh Iniquity againſt 
Kings by a Law: And that whereas the Pcople of 1/rael 
were guilty of a great Wickedneſsin asking a King in that 
manner that they did, we may never beof agreater, in ask- 
ingno King,or ſuch an one as importslittle more but that 
God would always preſerve his Government, both in State 
and Church; ſo that no Man may be ſo horribly wicked, 
as to arrogate to himſelf the Prerogative of doing what 


Judges 5. 2. 


God is ſaid to have done, dejpijng in the Indignaatios of La, ,, 5, 


his Axger, the King and the Prieſ 
FINTIS. 


